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School Leadership Messages

Covid Guidance

Numbers are once more on the rise. Please can we remind parents
and carers that if your son or daughter develops Covid-like
symptoms, they should be kept at home for 3 days. It is not
recommended that children and young people are tested for
COVID-19 unless directed to by a health professional.

If a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they
should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for 3
days after the day they took the test, if they can. After 3 days, if they
feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the
infection on to others is much lower. This is because children and
young people tend to be infectious to other people for less time than
adults.

Children and young people who usually go to school, college or
childcare and who live with someone who has a positive COVID-19
test result should continue to attend as normal.

Year 7 Celebration of Learning Event

A reminder that Year 7 parents have been invited to join the
Celebration of Learning event on three afternoons next week (6th, 7th
and 8th July)

We look forward to seeing parents and enjoying the opportunity to
see the wonderful work of our students in their company.

Dress Code

Please could parents and carers of all year groups be reminded that
we do have a dress code at Fortismere and that students in
contravention of the code may be required to put on a top or tracksuit
bottoms provided by the school. The 6th Form have recently
purchased a set of tee shirts which will be offered to Y12s who come
to school dressed inappropriately.

Co-Headteachers

Year 9 Mentoring Programme

School Events

Year 8 Student Ambassadors

Geography Department

Music Department

Library

Sport & PE News

Fortismere Holiday Camps

4/7/22 Inset Day: school closure
77122 Y10 exams

57&8 Y7 Celebration of

July Learning

9/7/22 Fortismere Summer Fair
13/7/22 Sports Day

Stay updated: (") @fortismere_school / www.fortismere.haringey.sch.uk




Co-Headteachers

Weekly Roundup

This week, we were delighted to welcome our Year 7 cohort for September 2022. 270 students from many
schools across the area joined us on Tuesday and Wednesday for two full days to experience life as
Fortismere students. They took part in a range of activities and lessons and we must say they all impressed
us very much with their eagerness and confidence. A number of our student ambassadors supported the
Year 6 visitors on the day and we would like to make special mention of the Year 7 team who led tours,
answered lots of questions and all in all took their leadership roles very seriously. We know that the transition
from primary to secondary school is both a special but daunting moment for students making that leap but
we aim to ensure that students have as much of an idea of what daily life will be like in their new secondary
school. We trust they went home with lots of exciting stories to share and are looking forward to being
official Fortismere students in just 2 months time.

At this time of year we are always planning and looking towards the new academic year but at the same time
making sure we have celebrated everything we wanted to about the current academic year. There are still a
number of large school events on the calendar for the remaining few weeks. The first are the much
anticipated Celebration of Learning events that are taking place across three afternoons next week when we
are looking forward to listening to our Year 7 students present some of their learning to an audience of
parents and carers and their peers. We are also very much looking forward to a wonderful programme of
music at our Summer Chamber Concert which is taking place on 14th July at 7.00pm and includes a range
of performances by students from all key stages plus some very special guest musicians. There will also be
a large programme of music on offer at our Summer Music Festival which is in the final stages of planning.
At this point in time it looks like it will be a perfect summer’s day so we hope that our community will be out in
full force to enjoy a day of music, food and fun, all in support of the school. On that note, we are low on
donations of prizes (see the request later in the Newsletter) so please do donate generously if you can.

There’s lots to read this week; we’d particularly like to draw your attention to a lovely article written by Sarah
Aina about the Year 9 Black Heritage mentoring programme and the report of the fundraising work
undertaken by Year 8 Student Ambassadors for Noah’s Ark Hospice. We hope you enjoy reading it as you
embark on a restful weekend.

Fortismere Summer Music Festival - Saturday 9th July 2022 12pm-6pm

Donations, Donations, Donations - We Need Them!

There’s only one week to go until our big Summer Music Festival — we’re very excited for the event but
we’re still really in need of your donations. If possible, could you please send in anything that we could use
as a prize or to sell on the day. This would be very much appreciated and will help us greatly.

Donations can be left at South Wing or North Wing Reception or email me to arrange a drop off. And
there’s still time to offer your help on the day. Tickets are selling well and can be bought from the library.

We're really looking forward to seeing lots of you at the Festival
Please contact Ms Demetriou mdemetriou@fortismere.org.uk with any queries or offers of support
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Year 6 to Year 7 Transition

Welcome to Our New Year 7s

It was a delight to meet our new Year 7 students on Tuesday and Wednesday this week. Coming from many
different primary schools, they got the opportunity to meet their peers and form tutors and take part in a wide
variety of activities to introduce them to the secondary curriculum. We had letter writing, rock cake making,
construction in DT, painting, science experimenting, history, geography, sport, Mandarin...both days were full
and we hope exciting and enjoyable. All new Year 7s were also given a copy of our transition book, Wrath by
Marcus Sedgewick, when they visited the Library. The Librarians had put together a ‘goody bag’ with book
marks and reading lists. We hope everyone reads this book over the summer. It's a Barrington Stoke novel,
printed in a dyslexia-friendly font. Sad at times but ultimately uplifting it's about change and new beginnings
so hopefully something every new student can identify with. On Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon
everyone was treated to Year 10 drama performances and a music concert involving choir, big band and
many more of our talented students. We also had an enthusiastic response to our school lunches and the
north wing canteen staff rose to the occasion and served nearly 270 additional children! Many thanks to all
the staff involved and to the Year 6s for such a great start to their Fortismere careers! We were really happy
to hear how the days had gone and one student told us:‘/ think that the transition days went well because we
got to meet new people, and learnt different things in our lessons. | like that there are different options of
food for lunch and break. I'm happy that | know where some classes are now, and that | know how to get
from north to south. | loved the Drama and Music performances, and how authentic they were.

Ms Brooks

Black and Black Heritage (BBH) at Fortismere

Year 9 Mentoring Programme

My name is Sarah Aina and | am part of the Year 9 mentoring
programme run at Fortismere by With Insight. It is aimed at empowering
Black heritage students to successfully apply to top universities as a
gateway to a more prosperous future. Having a mentor to discuss all the
questions that you have about A levels and university has been
amazing and a wonderful experience; | definitely feel more confident
and prepared about my academic choices. During the programme, we
have considered whether university is the right route and what
challenges we would face if we did go to university, and also how we
would benefit. We talked with our mentor about which university could be right, also discussing which course
we would like to do and why. After a few weeks of mentoring sessions, we had the opportunity to visit the
university where our mentors are studying (SOAS University of London) and we got to meet our mentors. We
were able to ask them face-to-face, everything about university life and all the questions we had. There was
also another school there, Hornsey School for Girls, who we had a chance to get to know as well. Our
mentors discussed student accommodation, courses offered at SOAS, the languages taught, lectures,
making friends and finding yourself. After our talks with our mentors, we split into two groups and they led us
on a tour of the university. We visited the public gallery, some enormous lecture rooms, places where
students relax and study, and even the four storey library! After our tour, we returned to the main building
and had a presentation from all our mentors which explained tuition fees, student loans, being proactive,
studying and travelling abroad and seeking help from our teachers. We then had a graduation ceremony
from the mentoring program, and received certificates and a goodie bag! We all learnt so much from our
mentors and we hope to go on another trip like it very soon!
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School Events

Pride Celebration Evening

Last Thursday the school held its first Pride Celebration Evening, organised with
the help of many staff and students. The event celebrated and supported
inclusion in our school community, in particular our LGBTQ+ students and staff.
The event was a wonderful celebration and included:
a welcome from Zoe Judge and introductory speech by Emily Brooks;
the Molly Spoon Exhibition from Bruce Castle;
a keynote speech from Julian Washington, a solicitor whose work
included supporting civil partnership in the UK;
e atalk from Luke Higgins and Elizabeth Temple (History) on queer
history in Haringey;
e a talk from Annais Nourry, the LGBTQ+ coordinator for Haringey
Council; and,
e an information session from Dr. Claire Foyle and Aaron Chady, health
professionals working in sexual health at 56 Dean Street.
The night was further supported by members of English, Art, Music and Drama
departments, and Gill Ward told everybody about the extensive LGBTQ+
collection in the Library. Thank you to everyone who made the night possible, it
couldn’t have been done without the support of the staff and students in the
school community! If you would like any further information, please contact me.

Mr Mc Guinness gmcguiness@fortismere.org.uk

Student Health & Medical Notice

No Nuts Please!

Please be reminded that we try really hard to be a nut free school but we need your help with this too. We
have students who can suffer severe, life threatening allergic reactions if they come into contact with
products containing nuts. We work with these students and their families and do what we can to minimise
the risk of a reaction and keep them safe. We train staff to act quickly in the event of a reaction and we try to
create a culture of allergy awareness and education. Please do not allow your child to bring any food
containing nuts into school or on school trips. If everyone can do this it will help greatly to reduce the worry
caused to our students who live with this type of allergy. There is lots of information available on the Allergy
UK website for anyone who wants to know more. If your child has any allergies please let their Head of Year
know.

Ms Sullivan
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Year 8

Student Ambassadors Help Children’s Hospice

Last Friday, the Year 8 student ambassadors got
busy washing staff cars and managed to raise a
super £50 for Noah's Ark Hospice. Noah's Ark is
based in Barnet and is one of the UK’s leading
children’s hospices, providing care for over 350
children and their families every year. Fortismere
students have been supporting the charity with
their fundraising efforts for many years. The
students involved said it was hard work but they
did it with smiles and made sure that they left the
staff with cars gleaming like new for the weekend!
Noah’s Ark were very happy to receive the donation. The Year 8 student ambassadors aren’t stopping there
as they want to raise even more money for charity so will be running a Bake Sale at break time on the 14"
July in both South Wing and North Wing.

Ms Turner

Geography Department
Year 12 Field Trip - Monday 11th July to Friday 15th July

Year 12 Geography students will be attending a residential fieldwork trip to the Lake District as part of their A
Level course. The trip is an important part of the Geography course in supporting students’ coursework
investigation and fulfilling the requirements for practical fieldwork. We know past groups have both enjoyed
and benefited hugely from the trip. All students participating have been reminded to ensure they contact
their other subject teachers regarding any work they may miss. Students should regularly check Google
Classroom to access uploaded work. We wish this year’s group good weather for their fieldwork. If you
have any questions please contact me. Ms Sheldon rsheldon@fortismere.org.uk

Year 7 Visit to Kew Gardens

Last week, over two days, the Geography Department, supported by other e —
Fortismere staff, took Year 7 students to the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew. The

field trip is an important part of the Year 7 Geography curriculum and links
specifically with the Year 7 topic ‘Thinking like a Geographer’ in which students
learn about geographic enquiry and how to ask geographic questions. The trip will
also have given our Year 7 students a fantastic introduction to the adaptations of
plants, which they will begin studying in September in Year 8 during the ‘Biomes
and Biodiversity’ topic. It was a truly wonderful two days and we want to say a
HUGE well done to all the students who represented the school in a positive way
and behaved impeccably. Thank you to all the staff that supported us with the trip.

Ms Wilson
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Music Department Notices
Day Lunchtime After School
Monday Senior String Group - Concert Hall KS3 Music Tech - MU1
Tuesday Senior Choir - Concert Hall Jazz Band - Concert Hall
Percussion Group - MU1 Fortismere Community Symphony Orchestra -
Popular Guitars - MU2 7pm-9pm
Wednesday Big Band - Concert Hall Bands (Practice Rooms available)
Thursday Junior Choir - Concert Hall KS4 Music Tech - MU4
DJ Club - MU4
Friday Cello Ensemble - Concert Hall Classical Guitar Group - Concert Hall
Saturday Music Theory Classes - 11:30am-12:30pm
Fortismere Community Choir - 10:30am-1pm

Pride Celebration Event

A huge thankyou to Lydia Morgan, Santini Holness Peart, Nathan Joseph, Haru Ogiwara, Derrin Coktay and
the String Ensemble for playing at last week’s Pride Celebration Event. It was a wonderful evening and great
to hear the pieces that you had chosen by composers from across the centuries that are part of the LGBTQ+
community.

Year 6 Transition Concert

Another thankyou to Lydia Morgan, Zachary Almeida Rosser, Charlie Barnett, Dania Grace Maki, Bea Cohn,
Sylvie Hammersley Fox, Mia Rich, Daria Segal, Cy Cooper, Jack Powell , The Big Band and Junior Choir for
performing to the new Year 7 students. You did a great job and really inspired some of our future musicians
at Fortismere School.

Fortismere Summer Music Festival - Saturday 9th July

We are still looking for Bands and singers to take part in the annual Summer Music Festival that will take
place on Saturday 9th July at Fortismere School. All key stages are welcome at the event and we would like
a really diverse range of music! Additionally if you are a parent that would be willing to sing or perform at the
event either as a soloist or as part of a group please contact the Director of Music Mr Jefferies.

Justin Bruns Masterclass - Thursday 14th July 3:00pm

There will be a String Masterclass on Thursday 14th July led by Justin Bruns the Concert
Master of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra who will be the Music Department guest during
our Music Week in July.

If your child would like to take part please contact the Director of Music for more details. This
is an open event that is free of charge to the public. ejefferies@fortismere.org.uk



mailto:ejefferies@fortismere.org.uk

Summer Chamber Concert - Thursday 14th July 7:00pm

We are delighted to invite our school community to a concert on Thursday 14th July in the Music Hall at 7pm.
There will be items from a variety of students across the Key Stages and we are thrilled to be able invite
back Tadashi Imai who will be playing Mendelssohn’s Piano Trio in D Minor with Justin Bruns and Thomas
Gregory. Other groups that will be performing include Junior Choir, Chamber Choir, Cello Ensemble, Senior
Strings and the Classical Guitar Ensemble. If you are interested in attending this event please visit the
Fortismere Music Centre website at www.fortismeremusiccentre.co.uk

Fortismere Community Symphony Orchestra Summer Concert - Saturday 16th July 7:30pm

Our final concert of the year will take place at St Andrews Church on Saturday 16th July at 7:30pm. This
concert will be conducted by American conductor Steven Huang and feature Violinist Justin Bruns playing
Vaughan-Williams Lark Ascending and the Sarasate Carmen Fantasy. There will also be plenty of popular
classics to keep the audience entertained over the course of the evening. Tickets are available for all of our
concerts at www.fortismeremusiccentre.co.uk

Library

Things for Sale in the Library

Students may buy tickets for the Summer Music Festival Fair from the library before and after school, break
and lunchtime. Don’t delay! Also all the stationery they could possibly need for exams/tests. And tissues
for the hayfever.

The next meeting of our parent/staff reading group is this coming Thursday, 7" July, outside
the library with Pimms and sunset! See you at 7pm; we’ll be talking about the Women'’s
Prize for Fiction in general and Ruth Ozeki’'s “The Book of Form and Emptiness” in
particular.

Recommended Reads of the Week

Fortismere Library was delighted to participate in a #ReadWithPride Twitter relay with schools from around
the country during Pride Month. See if you can spot our maths teacher, Mr McGuinness, on here
#ReadWithPride 2022 (office.com)

We've just had our Year 6/7 Transition Days, and it was lovely to meet all the students who’ll be joining our
community in September. Here are some books about school!

-
e
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Sport & PE News

Fortismere Sailors in Action

Many Thanks to Mr Pighills for taking our sailors to represent Haringey in the
London Youth Games last weekend. Our sailors were brilliant as you can read in
his report below: Fortismere sailors Hannah Baker, Rafi Weisfeld and Aurel
Bouayoun represented Haringey in the London Youth Games Sailing competition
last weekend alongside sailors from boroughs across London. The conditions
were tough — lots of (almost too much) wind but plenty of sun for the spectators.
Hannah Baker took home gold medal in her Topper (again!) and Rafi alongside a
Highgate School sailor won bronze medal in the double-handed Picos (two
sailors in each boat). It was impressive how all the sailors headed out in really
challenging conditions without showing any nerves. There was plenty of
capsizing and fun had by all, and a special mention to Aurel who mastered the
dry capsize, clambering over the side of his Topper like a champion. If you want
to get involved, there are plenty of opportunities to sail all around London and the
London Youth Games each year is a great event to aim for. Speak to your PE
teachers or contact a local sailing centre to find out more.

Year 7 Girls into Football Final

Although it's now July there are still some football matches to be played and
our Y7 girls team were at St Thomas More School this week to play in the
Haringey Borough Schools semi-final. Our girls eased to a 9-0 win and head
for the final on Friday 8" July. Well played girls and good luck for the final

Fortismere Athletes Help Haringey to County Glory

—1 The week got off to an amazing ,.

start as twenty four Fortismere
athletes headed to the Copthall
Barnet Athletics Stadium to

== represent Haringey Borough in
' ‘ the Middlesex Athletics
Championships Y7/Y8.

Our athletes performed fantastically, to help lead Haringey to overall victory! We had many athletes on the
rostrum scoring valuable points and significantly contributing to our borough's fantastic win. Well done all!




Local Team Looking for Footballers

Old Tollingtonians, a local football club with close links to Fortismere School, is m
looking for players (Y12/13 and adult) for next season. Mr Noronha, an Art & DT =
teacher at Fortismere is involved with the club - | have played and managed Old
Tollingtonians football club for a number of years. Fortismere School has links
with the club and over the years some Fortismere old boys have played for us,
now we’re looking for any parents/carers, friends and family, teachers and older
students (Y12/Y13) who would like to join the club and train with us. We are
training and playing friendlies before the season starts in September. Our home pitch is Highgate Woods
which has really good facilities and is very close to public transport. The first training session is on Saturday
16" July from 10am-12pm. If you're interested or want to know more please contact me, Mr Noronha
jnoronha@fortismere.org.uk or Mr Orton sorton@fortismere.org.uk

Invincible Tennis Boys Win Middlesex Playoffs

On Tuesday our (unbeaten) U15 Tennis squad travelled to Ealing to play in the i
Middlesex area playoff match and I'm delighted to report another wonderful performance Efs
and a 5-1 victory. The boys are now through to the regional knockout rounds which take
place in September. What a fantastic season they’ve had. Well done!

AW YT

Cricket News

Y7 into Middlesex Final

Our Y7 Cricket team won through to the Middlesex Finals by beating Christ College
Finchley on Tuesday afternoon. The team completed their victory by 29 runs and now
head to the final next Wednesday. Well done to our Year 7s.

Y8 Boys help Hornsey to League Title

This week | had a lovely email from the coach of Hornsey Cricket Club U13 Team. He told me that the team
had just won the league and that three of our Y8 students were the absolute stars of the season! Noah
Helfgott, Kai Smale and Jude Dolling have performed fantastically this season for Hornsey, with both bat and
ball, and inspired the team to clinch the title. Well done boys!

Summer Sport in Haringey

Haringey are providing an excellent range of activities for children and young people over the summer
holidays including sports, arts and drama. Go to the website to find out more and book places.

Results & Fixtures Update

Results This Week

Monday — Athletics — Middlesex Championship for Years 7/8 Y7 Girls 3™, Y7 Boys 2", Y8 Girls Champions,
Y8 Boys Champions

Tuesday — Cricket Middlesex Semi Final Y7/8 v CCF (A) 2pm Won by 29 Runs

Tuesday — Tennis U15 Boys v Twyford Trust, Ealing — Middlesex Final — Won 5-1

Wednesday — Cricket U15 Girls (A)

Wednesday — Football Y7 v ST Thomas More — Haringey Semi-Final (h) 2pm Won 9-0

Thursday — Cricket U13 v HWS (A)

Saturday - Athletics ESAA Track & Field Cup National Final
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Fixtures Next Week

Monday — Y7/8 Boys Haringey Cricket Tournament
Tuesday — Y9/10 Boys Haringey Cricket Tournament
Wednesday — Y7/8 Girls Haringey Cricket Tournament
Tuesday — Y9/10 Girls Haringey Cricket Tournament
Tuesday — Y7 Girls Cricket Final (Harrow)
Wednesday — Y7/8 Girls Haringey Cricket Tournament
Wednesday — Y7 Boys Cricket Final v John Lyon (A)
Thursday — Y7/8 Girls Haringey Cricket Tournament
Thursday - ESAA National Athletics - Manchester
Friday - ESAA National Athletics — Manchester
Saturday - ESAA National Athletics - Manchester

Information & Resources for Families

Refugee Education UK

Refugee Education UK has lots of information and resources

available for recently arrived refugees, their families and those "

working with and supporting them, including schools. Refugee Refugee Education UK
Education UK believe - that education is a priority: it’'s how lives

begin to be rebuilt and hope for the future is rekindled. But getting back into and progressing in education is
fraught with challenge. We want things to be different. They are currently updating their Education Welcome
Project information to include more resources for those recently arrived from Ukraine. See their website for
more information.

Fortismere Holiday Camps July & August 2022

Summer Holiday Camps - LAST FEW PLACES REMAINING - BOOK NOW

With lots of fun and games to enjoy from Sports, Art, Drama, Coding to Chess and multi sports, our holiday
camps are ideal if you find it hard to juggle work and keep children entertained. Activities will run between
09.00 am-15.00 pm each day at Fortismere School, Tetherdown London N10 1NE.

The full week will cost £80*, an early 08.00 am drop off option will be offered, where the children will be
provided with a light breakfast of toast, cereal & juice.

Tiny Twinkles Age 3-6

Perfect for 3-6 year olds led by professional actors with a love for early years! Each day the children will
explore all genres of creative arts- learning songs & dances, acting out role play adventures, exploring arts
& crafts plus lots of games and crafts.

Week 1 25" July Tiny Twinkles
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-tiny-twinkles-age-3-6-week-1-tickets-314464641207

Week 2 15T Aug Tiny Twinkles
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-tiny-twinkles-week-2-tickets-314494540637
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Week 3 8" Aug T|ny Twinkles

Week 4 15th Aug Tlny Twinkles
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-tiny-twinkles-age-3-6-tickets-314501020017

Sports camp Age 7-15

This will give children the opportunity to have fun and interact with others through a range of sports activities
such as football, rounders, tennis and fun competitions.

Week 1 25" July Sports camp Age 7-15

Chess Camp Age 7-15

The chess course will look at tactics, strategy, chess openings and endgame play, helping to become a
better player.

Week 1 25 July Chess Age 7-15
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-chess-age-7-15-week-1-tickets-316622876547

Week 2 15T Aug Chess Age 7-15
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-chess-club-age-7-15-week-2-tickets-327900568427

Dance Age 6-12

Each day the children will explore different styles of dance with an emphasis on ballet and tap. Children will
work on technique, dance routines and choreography, as well as projects designed to encourage creativity
when storytelling through dance.

Week 1 25" July Dance Age 6-12
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-dance-tap-jazz-and-musical-theatre-age-6-13-tickets-31662674

8127
Week 2 15t Aug Dance Age 6-12

Gardening Age 7-15

Garden planning outdoors and in, designs, types of plants and soils, videos, research and drawing activities,
digging and planting of plants and more.

Week 1 25" July Gardening Age 7-15
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-gardening-camp-age-7-15-week-1-tickets-315264523677
Week 2 1st Aug Gardening Age 7-15
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-gardening-camp-age-7-15-week2-tickets-315271153507

Drama Age 7-15

The children will work on improvisation and comedy skills. Lots of drama games and exercises to develop
confidence and skills.

Week 1 25" July Drama Age 7-15
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Week 3 8" Aug Drama Age 7-15

Art Age 8-15

Students will make life sketches, collages, and will also build structures out of cardboard. Activities will open
the eyes of young people to the world of fine artists, designers and architects. Anyone from 8 years old is
welcome.

Week 3 8" Aug Art Age 8-15

Safeguarding at Fortismere

Safeguarding Information

Safeguarding in school

If you wish to speak to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (Kirsten Sullivan) about any safeguarding
concerns please email safetalk@fortismere.org.uk alternatively you can speak to your child’s Tutor or their
Head of Year:

Year 7 jarrowsmith@fortismere.org.uk

Year 8 kwilliams@fortismere.org.uk

Year 9 kjackson@fortismere.org.uk

Year 10 dward@fortismere.org.uk

Year 11 glewis@fortismere.org.uk

Ms Sullivan

Deputy Head & Designated Safeguarding Lead



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-drama-age-8-15-week-3-tickets-318702025337
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-art-club-age-7-15-week-3-tickets-321226997597
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-camp-art-camp-week-4-age-7-15-tickets-321228802997

